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Catholics, and the prosecution was merely a
blind. Parliament was due to meet at the end
of May, and the queen wanted to create a good
impression on the Protestants. She knew that
she had a stiff fight in front of her. No Parlia-
ment had been summoned since her arrival in
Scotland two years before, and she was resolved
to prevent this meeting from accomplishing any
real work. She refused to recognise the Treaty
of Edinburgh of 1560, and claimed that the Acts
passed by the Parliaments held since the death
of Mary of Guise were not legal. Such a con-
tention meant that Protestantism had no standing
in Scotland, and that the laws against Catholicism
could not be carried out. But, as a favour, the
queen confirmed certain of the Acts.
Parliament mildly accepted the queen's ruling,
but to Knox it was monstrous that the Kirk
and the national assembly should be flouted.
Mary might graciously give Protestantism her
sanction, but that was not enough for him ; he
declared that the Parliaments held since 1560
were legal, and that Scotland had no need to beg
the queen's approval of its acts. He went to the
members and protested against their desertion of
the Reformers and their weakness in face of the
idolatrous queen ; but he received no satisfaction.
If, the members told him, they had insisted upon
passing the Book of Discipline of the Kirk, had
affirmed the legality of the Acts adopted by